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Freedom Writers is a 2007 dramatic film starring Hilary Swank, Scott Glenn, Imelda Staunton and
Patrick Dempsey.

It is based on the book The Freedom Writers Diary by teacher Erin Gruwell who wrote the story based
on Woodrow Wilson Classical High School in the Eastside neighborhood of Long Beach, California.
The movie is also based on the DC program called City at Peace. The title is a play on the term
"Freedom Riders", referring to the multiracial civil rights activists who tested the U.S. Supreme Court
decision ordering the desegregation of interstate buses in 1961.

The idea for the film came from journalist Tracey Durning, who made a documentary about Erin
Gruwell for the ABC News program Primetime Live. Durning served as co-executive producer of the
film. The film was dedicated to the memory of Armand Jones, who was killed after wrapping up
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Freedom Writers. He was 18 and was shot to death in Anaheim, California after a confrontation with a
man who robbed Jones of a necklace in a Denny's restaurant.

Plot

Woodrow Wilson is a formerly high-achieving school which has encountered some difficulties bearing
its new racial integration plan. In 1992, in the aftermath of the Los Angeles riots, Erin Gruwell, an
enthusiastic young teacher starts at the school, her enthusiasm is challenged when she finds her
class is composed of "at-risk" students, the "untouchables,"” and not the eager-for-college students
she expected. Her students self-segregate into racial groups within the classroom. This is
problematic, as gang fights break out and, consequently, most of her students stop attending class.
Not only is Gruwell challenged with gaining her students' trust on personal and academic levels, but
she must do so with very little support from her professional peers and district higher-ups. For
example, her department head refuses to provide Gruwell with an adequate number of books for her
class because she insists they will get damaged and lost. Instead, she suggests that Gruwell focuses
on instilling concepts of discipline and obedience in her classroom.

One night, two high school students, Eva (April Lee Hernandez), a Latino-American girl and narrator
for much of the film, and a Cambodian refugee, Sindy (Jaclyn Ngan), frequent the same convenience
store. An additional student, Grant Rice (Armand Jones), an African-American boy is frustrated at
losing an arcade game and demands a refund from the store owner. When he storms out, Eva's
boyfriend Paco, as retaliation for losing a fight against Grant that took place earlier during a gang fight
at Woodrow Wilson, attempts a drive-by shooting, intending to kill Grant but misses, accidentally
killing Sindy's boyfriend. As a witness, Eva must testify at court; she intends to guard "her own" in her
testimony.

At school, Gruwell intercepts a racist drawing by one of her high school students and utilizes it to
teach them about the Holocaust. She gradually begins to earn their trust and buys them composition
books to record their diaries, in which they talk about their experiences of being abused, seeing their
friends die, and being evicted. Determined to reform her high school students, Gruwell takes on two
part-time jobs to pay for more books and spends a lot more time at school, much to the
disappointment of her husband (Patrick Dempsey). Her students start to behave with respect and
discover a lot more. A transformation is specifically visible in one student, Marcus (Jason Finn).
Gruwell invites various Jewish Holocaust survivors to talk with her class about their experiences and
requires the students to attend a field trip to the Museum of Tolerance. Meanwhile, her unique training
methods are scorned by her colleagues and department chair Margaret Campbell (Imelda Staunton).

The following semester comes, and Gruwell teaches her class again, making it the second semester
of her being their teacher. On the first day of sophomore semester, Gruwell makes her class do a
"Toast for Change", allowing everyone to open up about their struggles and what they wish to change
about themselves. This inspires Eva to break free of the demands of her father to always protect her
own rather than tell the truth; at Rice's trial, she shocks the courtroom by revealing that Paco actually
killed the man in the store. On leaving the court, she is attacked and threatened but ultimately spared
by members of her gang and ends up going to live with her aunt in order to keep herself safe.

Meanwhile, Gruwell asks her students to write their diaries in book form. She compiles the entries and
names it The Freedom Writers Diary. Her husband divorces her and Margaret tells her she cannot
teach her kids for their junior year. Gruwell fights this decision, eventually convincing the
superintendent to permit her to teach her kids' junior and senior year. The film ends with a note that
Gruwell successfully prepared numerous high school students to graduate high school and attend
college, for many the first in their families to do so.
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Thirteen is a 2003 American semi-autobiographical drama film directed by Catherine
Hardwicke, and written by Hardwicke and Nikki Reed based on events in Reed's life
at age 12 and 13. It stars Holly Hunter and Evan Rachel Wood with Wood's
character "Tracy" being loosely based upon Reed (Nikki Reed herself co-stars in the
role of Evie Zamora). The script was written in six days.[1]

thirteen |

The film caused controversy upon its release, because it dealt with topics such as
drug and alcohol abuse, underage sexual behavior and self-harm. The film earned
Holly Hunter an Academy Award nomination for Best Actress in a Supporting Role and Golden Globe
nominations for Hunter and Evan Rachel Wood for Best Supporting Actress and Best Actress in a
Drama, respectively.

Plot

Thirteen-year-old Tracy Freeland begins her school year as a smart and sweet honor student middle
school student in Los Angeles. Her divorced mother Melanie is a recovering alcoholic, who struggles
to support Tracy and her older brother Mason as a hairdresser. Tracy feels ignored by her mother,
who is busy with her fellow ex-addict boyfriend Brady to address Tracy's increasing depression. After
being teased for her "Cabbage Patch” clothes, Tracy decides to shed her 'little girl' image and pleads
with her mother to purchase trendier clothes. When Tracy wears one of her new outfits to school, she
is complimented by Evie Zamora, one of the most popular girls at school. Evie invites Tracy to go
shopping on Melrose Avenue in Hollywood but gives her a fake phone number as a prank.
Nevertheless, Tracy determinedly shows up on Melrose Avenue and meets up with Evie and her
friend Astrid. Tracy is uncomfortable with the two shoplifting and excuses herself to sit outside the
store on a bench.

When a distracted rich woman sits next to Tracy, Tracy takes the chance to steal the woman's wallet,
which impresses Evie and Astrid. The three go on a shopping spree with the stolen money and Tracy
and Evie become fast friends. Evie introduces Tracy to her world of sex, drugs, and criminal activity,
much to Tracy's delight. When Evie tells Melanie that her legal guardian/cousin Brooke sent her an
email, about her going to a convention in Bakersfield for 2 weeks, she temporarily moves into the
Freeland household and discovers that Tracy regularly cuts herself to cope with stress. The two
promise to stay friends forever and continue with their self destructive exploits. Although Melanie is
concerned about the change in Tracy's behavior and worries about the extent of Evie's influence, she
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cannot find a way to intervene. Melanie attempts to send Evie home but Evie claims her guardian's
boyfriend is physically abusive. A torn Melanie reluctantly agrees to let her stay. As Tracy and Evie
become closer, Tracy shuts Melanie further out of her life.

Evie and Tracy get increasingly out of control, each egging the other on. The pair attempt to seduce
Tracy's neighbor Luke, a lifeguard in his early twenties, and ditch a family movie night to get high on
the streets of L.A. Mason is shocked when he bumps into Tracy wearing sexualized clothing,
including thong underwear, but Tracy dismisses his concerns. Later on, the girls take turns inhaling
from a can of gas duster for computers for fun and become so intoxicated that they hit each other,
accidentally drawing blood.

Melanie attempts to break the girl's friendship by sending Tracy to live with her father but he refuses
to take Tracy in. Meanwhile, Melanie goes over to Brooke's house, with Tracy and Evie, to find out
what is going on, because she's been calling Brooke for two weeks. They find out that Brooke was
hiding because of bad plastic surgery she received. Evie asks Melanie to formally adopt her but
Melanie refuses. Tracy meekly supports her mother's decision since Brooke's back. Angry and hurt, a
tearful Evie storms off. At school, Evie turns her friends against Tracy and, depressed, Tracy slowly
begins to realize the negative effects of her hard and fast lifestyle when she is told she might have to
repeat the seventh grade. To her surprise, Brady finds her walking home from school and takes her
home where Melanie, Evie, and Brooke are sitting quietly in the living room waiting for her.

Brooke confronts Tracy about the her drug use and stealing, having been convinced that Tracy was
the bad influence by Evie. Outraged, Tracy insists that Evie was the instigator but Brooke refuses to
listen and announces that she is moving Evie to Ojai to keep her away from Tracy. Melanie defends
Tracy's innocence but then Brooke pulls Tracy's sleeve up to show Melanie Tracy's self-harm scars,
showing that Tracy was troubled long before she met Evie. After a screaming match, Brooke and Evie
leave. Tracy weeps in Melanie's arms and attempts to fight against her mother's love, but Melanie
embraces her and insists that she loves Tracy regardless. Tracy tearfully pleads with Melanie to let
go, with no success. The two fall asleep on Tracy's bed. The last scene shows Tracy spinning alone
and screaming on a park merry-go-round during the daytime.
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