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The theme for the 2018 National Forum on Hospital Accreditation
is: “Value-Quality-Virtue.” Considering the meaning of these three
components of the theme they are very closely related. Putting them
together, which you have done, they have a lot of meaning as it relates
to the HA Thailand program and the health care workers in their pursuit

of quality health care.

2

Anthony Wagemakers. (2018). Special article for 19" HA National Forum.
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Values:

We must ask ourselves; how would | or how would we define
values? What are values?

Here we talk about the importance of accreditation, the benefits
and its usefulness in its pursuit of quality. Values reflect the behaviour
and attitude of individuals toward the established standards and
processes. It requires an explicit or implicit fundamental commitment on
the part of the leadership of the organization, and the individuals to
change the culture of the organization that is the driving force in the
decisions and behaviour of the health care workers and managers.

Values are demonstrated through the processes that are important
to evaluate and improve the activities as to how to provide care and
meet the needs of patients, staff and community.

The responsibility of the leadership to identify the values of the
institution are:

1. To identify the performance through the self-evaluation process
to determine whether they are good or bad; right or wrong; desirable or
worthless; important or insignificant; and thereby identifying areas where
improvements can be made.

2. The identified values become the basic determinants of
perceptions, opinions and attitudes in the pursuit of accreditation.

3. Using the identified values will assist in the establishment of
processes, selection and evaluation of activities; as well as motivate
people to seek to do the right thing.

4. Values unite the health care providers toward a common
purpose to meet the requirements of the HA Thailand standards.

5. The identified organizational values include the ongoing
educational process and evaluation of all activities, to ascertain its value

in the provision of quality care.
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Quality:

The second part of the 2018 National Forum theme is quality.

Quality in its simplest form is “doing the right thing”. Doing the right
thing is not always easy to determine and that is why we have accreditation.
Accreditation is an ongoing educational process to enable us to make
strategic choices in evaluating our activities to identify areas for improvement.
Doing the right thing is the evidence-based outcomes that produce quality
and knowing the difference between good and sloppy quality.

Quality is an action process to achieve the mission and goals of
the institution and its values. Quality is a demonstration of commitment
to support and learn from one another to improve the quality of care.

Recognizing that the HA standards is a guide, quality is meeting
the purpose of the standards

There are five components to meeting the purpose of the HA
standards:

1. Leadership: leadership at all levels of the organization in
developing strategies for quality improvement. Commitment in the
development of processes and indicators; information and empowerment
to improve the quality of care.

2. Information: information is fundamental because any quality
improvement is dependent on the capacity to measure change in the
processes and outcomes. Therefore, indicators are so important. All
health care providers must have access to the same information that
changes the processes on what they do.

3. Patient involvement: The engagement of patients is critical to
quality improvement; patients working in partnership with the health care
workers to manage their own care.

4. Compliance: The evidence-based compliance to the standards,
which is demonstrated by the self-assessment process through the

internal and external survey process.
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5. Organizational Capacity: The evaluation of the physical plant,
equipment, finances and the capabilities of the health care providers are
necessary to ensure that the needs of the patients, staff and community
are met.

Whenever we speak about quality we must keep in mind that
quality is not an added activity imposed by accreditation; quality is
accreditation. The same is true that breathing is not an added activity to

sustain live, it is the activity that sustains life.

Virtue:

Virtue completes the cycle of the theme.

Virtue is the strength and courage to do the right thing, remembering
that we are what we repeatedly do, it is not an act but a habit. It is the
habit to maintain values, a pre-thought method for achieving values in
quality.

Virtue is:

1. Conformity to the established standards.

. A beneficial quality or power of the action taken.

. It is the strength and courage to do the right thing.

2
3
4. It is a commendable quality or trait.
5. Virtue is the capacity to act.
6. It shows a behaviour of high commitment in values and quality.
7. ltis a behaviour in desiring for excellence in the principle of quality.
We must always add to all our activities virtue, and to virtue
knowledge, and to knowledge self-control, and to self-control perseverance,
and to perseverance character, and to character kindness to fellow
workers and patients, and to kindness love for your chosen vocation.
Even virtue must have a self-assessment to measure the successes and

failures of our activities as to how we have met the requirements of

values and quality.
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Virtue displays wisdom, courage, kindness and self-control to
endeavour to make our collegues do well and succeed.

| want to encourage all participant to the National Forum as well
as those not able to attend, to adhere to those principles and making it
a success in improving the quality of healthy lives for the people of

Thailand.
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The overarching goal in health care must be , Not access,

cost containment, convenience, or customer service

Health outcomes

Value = —
Costs of delivering the outcomes
- Outcomes are the
over the care cycle
- Costs are the over the care

cycle

ANNTIANLAN

% Porter ME & Lee TH. (2013) The Strategy That Will Fix Health Care. Harvard Business Review,

October 2013.
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Vision
"A future in which all people have
access to health services that are provided in a way
that responds to their life course needs and preferences